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Jiro Takamatsu’s Oneness Series: A Study of the Oneness
of Board (Black, Red, Blue)

OSAWA Yoshihisa

Jiro Takamatsu’s Oneness is the series that was worked on from 1969 to
1972. This series could be divided into three types by the differences
of the formal features. The first group is solid cedars that are partially
fabricated, such as 16 pieces of oneness and 36 pieces of oneness. The second
group is cuboids or rectangles in which the center is shattered and
its fragments are put back into the center, such as Oneness of Concrete,
Oneness of Paper and so on. Third group is wood panels whose edges are
fabricated sawlikely and applied by lacquer, such as Oneness of Board
(Black), Oneness of Board (Red), and Oneness of Board (Blue). 1 call the first
group type A, the second type B, the third type C. This paper aims to
suggest an interpretation of type C.

First, I explain the concepts related to Oneness. Second, I survey
preceding interpretations of Oneness. Third, by analyzing the formal
features and his texts relevant to type C and monochrome painting,
I suggest an interpretation of type C. Finally, this paper concludes as
follows: Takamatsu's aim of Oneness of Board (Black), Oneness of Board
(Red), and Oneness of Board (Blue) is to keep self-identity of those color
fields themselves, without its transforming to something ideative. For
Takamatsu, this character of the works is in contrast to Yves Klein’s
Monochrome and it would be safe to say that these works are a certain
challenge to such a type of monochrome painting. Furthermore, this
interpretation enables type C to give a specific position different from A
and B.
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