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The Hoian Declaration on Cnservation of Hlstoric Districts of Asia

5. Preserving Wooden Architectural Heritage in Historic Districts

Particularly present in historic districts, the wooden architectural heritage of Asia
is very important and constitutes a major expression of the cultural diversity and
influences. Yet, it remains fragile and its preservation in often densely populated
historical areas is a daunting task that requires great efforts and cooperation. The
conservation of wooden architecture exposed to rain, high humidity and temperature
as well as termites and other biological agents, is by nature a challenge that has led
in the past to the development of valuable traditional knowledge on the use of wood
for structure or ornament, and on methods for carrying maintenance and repair work.
As stated in the Principles for the Preservation of Historic Timber Buildings adopted-
by ICOMOS in 1999, everyone involved in the maintenance and repair of wooden
architectural heritage, from the owners to the construction workers and specialists
must fully understand these principles and their meaning and benefit from the support

and advice of public organizations and specialists.

[The Hoi An Declaration on Conservation of Historic Districts of Asia] , 20034E9H



